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MLA Format for Bibliographies 
 
 
 

Note:  Entries in your bibliography should be double-spaced 
 
Type of sourceFormat          Example  

 
Book by  Last name, first name.  Title of Book.  Place of publication:  Oates, Joyce Carol.  What I Lived For.  New York:  Dutton,  
one author       Publisher, year published.           1994. 
      
Book by multiple  Last name, first name, and first name last name.  Title of   Dorris, Michael, and Louise Erdrich.  The Crown of  
authors       Book.  Place of publication:  Publisher, year published.       Columbus.  New York: Harper Collins, 1991.    
 
Book with  Last name, first name, ed.  Title of Book.     Scharnhorst, Gary, ed.  Mark Twain : The Complete Interviews. 
an editor         Place of publication:  Publisher, Year published.        Columbia:  U of South Carolina P, 2006.     
 
Article/section   Last name, First name [author of art./sec.].  “Title of   Kolb, Harold L., Jr.  “Mark Twain and the Myth of the  
in edited book        Art./sec.”  Title of Book.  Ed. First name Last name         West.”  The Mythologizing of Mark Twain.  Ed. Sara de 
        [of editor].  Place of publication:  Publisher,            Saussure Davis and Philip D. Beidler.  Tuscaloosa:  U of 
        Year published.  Pg. #s of section cited.         Alabama P, 1984.  119-35.     
 
Section in multi- Last name, first name [author of section].  “Title of   Durant, Raymond.  “Miracle in Milan (Miracolo a 
volume work       section.”  Title of Multi- Volume Work.  Ed. first name       Milano).”  Magill’s Survey of Cinema:  Foreign 
        last name [of editor]. Vol. [#].  Place of publication:        Language Films.  Ed. Frank N.  Magill.  Vol. 5.     
        Publisher, Year published.  Pg. #s of section cited.        Englewood Cliffs:  Salem P, 1985.  2058-63.       
 
Magazine article Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of Article.”  Title of  Davis, Alisha.  “A 'Beloved' Author Goes to the Movies.” 
        Magazine day month year of issue:  page #(s) of article.       Newsweek 12 January 1998:  62.      
 
Journal article  Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of Article.”  Title of  Wilson, Sue.  “Versions of the Vision in Samuel Beckett’s  

      Journal Vol. #.issue # (Date published):  page #s of article.       ‘Krapp’s Last Tape.'”  English Language Notes 40.3 (March  
  [use issue # only if each issue starts w/page 1]         2003):  76-81. 



Type of source  Format        Example 
 
Newspaper   Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of Article.”  Oestreich, James R.  “An All-Haydn Program by a 
article         Title of Newspaper day month year published,       Haydnesque Band.”  New York Times 31 October 1998, 
         edition [if applicable]:  section & pg. #(s).         late ed.:  B12. 
 
Dictionary or   [Last name, first name if author is listed].  “Title of   “Force.”  American Heritage Dictionary of the English 
encyclopedia entry       entry.”  Title of Book.  Edition.  Year published.       Language.  4th ed.  2000.   
 
Article from   Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of article.”  Ferguson, Suzanne. “The Short Stories of Louise Erdrich’s  
a database        Title of Journal Vol. #.issue # (Date published):       Novels.”  Studies in Short Fiction 33.4 (Fall 1996):  541-55. 
         range or # of pages in article.  Name of Database.       Academic Search Premier.  Ebsco.  Clemson University 
         Database provider.  Institution providing access,       Libraries, Clemson, SC.  6 Aug. 2007. 

           city, state.  Day month year you accessed.         
 
Web page, single  Author’s last name, first name [if present].  “Title  Bender, Marilyn.  Virginia Woolf’s London.  1999.  The New 
author         of document/section” [if applicable].  Title of        York Society Library.  6 Aug. 2007. 

Web Page.  Date of publication/last update.        <http://www.nysoclib.org/travels/woolf.html>. 
         Name of sponsoring institution.            
         Day month year you accessed page  <URL>. 
  
Web page, group  “Title of document/ section” [if applicable].   “Mark Twain (1835-1910).”  Online Literary Criticism. 
author         Title of Web Page. Date of publication/last        18 June 1999.  Internet Public Library.  15 Sept. 1999 

     update.  Name of group author.              < http://www.ipl.org/cgi-bin/ ref/litcrit/  
     Day month year you accessed page  <URL>.        litcrit.out.pl?au=twa-62>. 
 
 

 
 

  If you don’t see the exact type of reference you need, don’t guess at the format!    
    

Consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers  [Reference desk  LB 2369 .G53 2003]. 
 

Visit the CU Libraries’ Quick Reference webpage (www.lib.clemson.edu/qr) & select Citation Guides; the Using MLA 
Format link (Purdue University) is a particularly useful one that also shows how to do parenthetical documentation in the text 
of your paper. 


